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replies (November 11) that he, too, doubts the white leaves. He agrees 
that gold was the chief material used, with perhaps berries of coral, and 
flowers of composite structure. He deprecates, however, too close an 
inquiry into the nature of the wreath, and thinks that the precious mate- 
rials may indicate only the unusual value and permanence of the gift. 
On November 22, Dissen accepts most of what BOckh has suggested, but 
prefers to set his friend's contribution after his own, " weil man doch das 
beste nicht zuerst sondern zuletzt auftischt." In the following April 
Dissen again refers to Welcker's views, but adds " die Antiquare haben 
freilich eine eigene Fertigkeit allerlei zu combiniren, was am Ende keinen 
sicheren Halt hat." Finally (September 26, 1821) he notes the fact that 
Sogenes was the first Aeginetan to win the Nemean Pentathlon, as prov- 
ing that Bdckh was entirely right in his explanation of the materials as 
symbolic. He now prefers to rest the whole interpretation solely on 
BOckh's authority, and " will keine symboliker und Archaologen weiter 
zu Hiilfe rufen. Denn ich habe immer schon Angst gehabt dass dieses 
Volk viel Spuk mit der Stelle treiben werde, nach dem die Sache in Anre- 
gung gekommen, obgleich fruher sie alle dariiber hinweggegangen sind, 
als wenn gar nichts zu erklaren ware." The explanation of the garland 
finally appeared, both in BSckh's edition of 1821, and in Dissen's of 1830, 
in a form combining the views of both scholars. Fennell, Christ, and 
Schroeder ignore the whole question! 

The book is provided with sufficient indexes, and the editor has con- 
tributed copious notes, explaining the persons and events referred to in 
the text. A brief sketch of the lives of the two scholars should have been 
added, sparing the reader a reference to the editor's previous life of Bockh 
(1901), or to Pokel. 

Edward B. Clapp 
University of California 



The Athenian Family. A Sociological and Legal Study, Based 
Chiefly on the Works of Attic Orators. By Chablbs 
Albebt Savage. Baltimore, 1907. Pp. 137. 

This monograph, which is described by the author as a "dissertation, 
wide in its scope and somewhat general in its character," contains chap- 
ters on: "Keligious Feeling in Athenian Private Life," "The Attitude of 
the State toward the Family," " The Position of Women during the 
Period of the Attic Orators," "Marriage," "Parents and Children," 
" Adoption and Leading Aspects of the Athenian Inheritance System." 
These are large subjects to be treated adequately in one hundred and 
thirty-seven pages. Professor Savage justly anticipates criticism of his 
incomplete bibliography. Probably the most serious omission is 
Beauchet's Htstoire du droit priv6 de la r6publique atMnienne, which 
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treats in detail the chief phases of family life. Caillemer's articles in 
Daremberg et Saglio would have proved extremely useful to him. For 
example, a perusal of Caillemer's articles on "Dower" and "Divorce" 
would have undoubtedly led him to modify, if not reject, the view that 
"immoral behavior" on the part of a wife resulted in the forfeiture of her 
dower (p. 68). This is true of Homeric and post-classical Greece. But 
there is no evidence for this rule in the period under discussion. Indeed 
we are told explicitly in the speech against Neaera that the law required 
the return of the dower. Professor Savage displays familiarity with a 
wide range of Greek authors, and his citation of their opinions in con- 
nection with the various phases of family relationships, as well as the 
constant use of illustrative cases, adds greatly to the interest of the book. 
Not so commendable, however, is the habit of giving expression to his 
own opinion regarding customs and conduct by the free use of adjectives. 

Under the caption " Husbands Give Their Wives to Others " he cites a 
case of a transfer inter vivos. As a further illustration he mentions the 
practice, said to be common among Athenian bankers, of inserting pro- 
visions in wills that widows are to marry certain specified persons. He 
seems to be under the impression that these are also transfers inter vivos 
(p. 62). As a " striking illustration of the lightness with which the mar- 
riage bond was dissolved," he cites the divorce of Phano by her second 
husband, Theogenes, the king archon, "because he realizes that she is 
not a free citizen woman of Athens " (p. 61). Apparently he forgets his 
own earlier statement (p. 46) " that every Athenian was forbidden by law 
to marry a foreigner." One will search the Attic orators in vain for a more 
justifiable divorce, whether one adopts ancient or modern standards. 
Not only was the young woman a foreigner (ievrj), but she had been 
divorced by a former husband for following in the footsteps of her notori- 
ous mother, Neaera. Moreover, Theogenes acted under strong pressure 
from the Areopagus: he was able to escape punishment only by promis- 
ing to divorce his wife at once. 

The most effective chapters in the book are those dealing with 
"Parents and Children" and "Adoption." In other respects, the book 
seems calculated to appeal rather to the general reader or to the student 
of sociology. The work is well written and is practically free from typo- 
graphical errors. 

K. J. Bonner 



On the Interpretation of Empedocles. By Claea Elizabeth 
Milleed. The University of Chicago Press, 1908. Pp. 94. 
$0.79 postpaid. 

This dissertation presents a well-documented and competent review 
of the present state of critical knowledge and opinion respecting Empe- 



